the wider society outside the Party. It has been estimated that over 90 percent of the members were industrial workers before 1914.7 The situation changed in several ways after 1918. Firstly, a public space became freely available for the growth of a socialist culture.8 This development was exceedingly disturbing to traditionalists, the Christian churches and people on the political Right. Hence the Weimar Republic was the scene of what have been described as 'culture wars' , conflicts over secularism, over the religious content of education, over education in general, and over freedom of expression. A strong movement for disaffiliation from the church developed in the 1920s. It has been estimated that one million people formally left the Protestant churches, while 200,000 abandoned the Roman Catholic church. Many of those who left were teachers, and in the Rhineland, where the movement was particularly strong, they set up a League of Free School Societies dedicated to secular education. There was also a link between this educational movement and the defence of the Republic: the Free Schoolers claimed that the confessional schools were disloyal to the republican constitution and bred undemocratic attitudes.9 After 1924, with the return of the political Right to power, the traditionalists went over to the offensive, endeavouring in 1927 to pass a law that 'granted equal standing to confessional, interconfessional and secular elementary schools' and ensured 'the right of parent to choose the school type for their children' .10 Although the law did not pass the Reichstag there continued to be an atmosphere of cultural conflict, which was exacerbated by the KPD's decision to give the agitation for secular schools and church disaffiliation a more militant tone after 1929. There was also the issue of freedom of expression. A strong movement had been building up on the cultural right against the 'pornography' and 'filth' allegedly rampant in the Weimar period. This agitation culminated in the passing in December 1926 of the 'Law to Protect Youth Against Trash and Filth' , which was opposed by both the KPD and the SPD as they felt it could very easily be used to suppress left-wing literature.11
The second change after 1918 was that there was no longer a unified socialist camp. The events of the November Revolution brought about deep political 
